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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK 


Party Congress Opens 


The present Party Con- 
gress —considered to be the 
most important meeting in the 
CPC’s history since the Seventh 
Party Congress in 1945 — will 
discuss the report of the Central 
Committee delivered by Party 
Chairman Hu Yaobang and de- 
cide on the Party’s future pro- 
gramme. 

It will also adopt a new Party 
Constitution and elect a new 
Central Committee, a Central 
Advisory Commission and a 
new Central Commission for 
Discipline Inspection. The main 
points of Vice-Chairman Deng 
Xiaoping’s opening speech and 
Hu’s report are covered 
(pp. 4-5). 


Party Congresses: A 
Historical Review 


As background to the 12th 
Party Congress currently in 
session, a brief summary of the 


11 previous congresses is of- 


fered (p. 20). 


Developing Countries’ 
Strategy 


Each developing country 
should formulate a socio-eco- 
nomic development strategy in 
light of its own specific condi- 
tions and characteristics. <A 
country can reach the triple goal 
of increasing production, im- 
proving living standards and 
achieving economic indepen- 
dence only by relying principal- 
ly on its own efforts while ac- 
cepting external assistance as a 
supplement (p. 16). 


Salute the Palestinian 
Fighters 


While the PLO armed forces 
are pulling out of Beirut, a Ren- 
min Ribao editorial salutes the 
Palestinian people for their 
heroic struggle and calls for a 
comprehensive, just and dur- 


able solution to the Middle East 
problem (p. 10). 


Arms Race in Outer Space 


The increasing number of 
military satellites in orbit in- 
dicates the dramatic and fright- 
ening changes that characterize 
the growing arms race in outer 
space. Both the two super- 
powers appear to be preparing 
for a war that will be launched 
and operated from beyond the 
stratosphere (p. 13). 


Our banner is communism. 
by Wang Hui 
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Notes From the Editors. 


“Specialized” Peasant Households 


Do rural households engaged 
in specialized work belong to 
the individual economy? Does 
its development conform to 
socialist principles? 


Peasant households that en- 
gage in special production work 
are a newborn thing resulting 
from the introduction of more 
flexible economic policies in 
the rural areas in 1979. 


At present, most of these 
“specialized’’ households are en- 
gaged in livestock or poultry 
raising, and only a few special- 
ize in the cultivation of crops or 
in forestry and fishery. The 
“‘specialized”” households that 
have so far emerged basically 
fall under the following two 
categories: 


The first is, the peasant 
households or individuals sign 
contracts with the collective 
(production team) to undertake 
a certain type of work, with the 
collective providing the neces- 
sary means of production. The 
income is shared by the collec- 
tive and the contractor. This 
kind of “specialized’’ household 
or individual is a component of 
the collective economy. 


The other form is developed 
from the peasant households’ 
sideline occupations. In _ this 
form, the households or individ- 
uals involved usually establish 
economic ties with the collective 
or state-owned enterprises by 
means of supply-and-marketing 
contracts. They manage their 
work independently and are re- 
sponsible for their own losses 
and profits. They don’t share 
their earnings with the collec- 
tive but only contribute a set 
amount to the collective accu- 
mulation fund. They are not 
divorced from the collective 
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economy, and enjoy the same 
rights as other comune members 
and are assisted in their special- 
ized task by their production 
teams. 


According to incomplete sta- 
tistics, there are now 560,000 
peasant households specializing 
in livestock or poultry raising 
throughout the country. The 
advantages of this form of 
management were evident im- 
mediately after it was first tried 
out. The ‘‘specialized” house- 
holds proved that they could of- 
fer a higher rate of marketable 
produce and have become 
major suppliers of meat, 
poultry, eggs, fur and_ hide. 
Take Heilongjiang Province’s 
Qigqihar for example. The 
rate of marketable fresh eggs 
provided by households _ spe- 
cializing in chicken raising in 
that city is over 90 per cent. Of 
the city’s total marketable 
chickens, 68.3 per cent are pro- 
vided by the city’s 6,000 
chicken-raising households who 
also supply 83 per cent of the 
fresh eggs. 


Specialized production has 
been pioneered mainly by skilled 
and experienced peasants. They 
adopt scientific management 
methods, build well-constructed 
pens and sheds for the livestock 
and poultry and use nourishing 
mixed feed. They also attach 
importance to selecting quality 
breeds and take measures to 
prevent epidemic diseases. Thus, 
in general, they have achieved 
greater labour productivity and 
better economic results than 
ordinary peasant families. 


Another advantage of the 
“specialized” peasant house- 
holds is that relatively low in- 
vestments are required to de- 


velop production while quicker 
and higher economic returns can 
be obtained. At present, since 
the government can only invest 
a limited amount in rural pro- 
duction and is unable to set up 
more state-run poultry and 
animal farms, the development 
of “specialized” peasant house- 
holds is beneficial to increasing 
market supply and to the peas- 
ant households themselves. 


Specialization is in keeping 
with the modernization of 
socialist agriculture. As_ the 
division of labour becomes more 
specialized, it will require ap- 
propriate co-operation, advanc- 
ed technology and _ scientific 
management. In places where 
specialized animal- or poultry- 
raising households have de- 
veloped fairly quickly, efforts 
are being made to build local 
fodder industries and set up 
factories that make light and 
small machines, technical ser- 
vices, breeding centres and 
epidemic disease preventing 
stations, and new types of 
technical and economic co- 
operation have emerged. Thus 
the “‘specialized” peasant house- 
holds have strengthened their 
ties with the state or collective 
economies. 


Of course, in the development 
of the “specialized” peasant 
households, problems such as 
seeking excess profits, profiteer- 
ing, illegal hiring of labourers 
and exploitation may arise. To 
guard against this, our govern- . 
ment will adopt policies and 
draw up plans to guide its de- 
velopment and will utilize legal 
means to prevent the emergence 
of illegal activities and punish 
the law-breakers. This will 
ensure that the “specialized” 
peasant households do not de- 
viate from the socialist road. 


— Economic Editor Jin Qi 
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12th National Party Congress Opens 


He HBC KSMRRKS 


HE 12th National Congress 

of the Communist Party 
of China opened on September 
1 in the capital’s Great Hall of 
the People, with 1,545 del- 
egates and 145 alternate del- 
egates attending. 


At 9 a.m., Vice-Chairman of 
the Party Central Committee 
Deng Xiaoping, the presiding 
chairman, declared the congress 
open. The band played The In- 
ternationale, after which all 
present stood in silent tribute to 
Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Liu 
Shaoqi, Zhu De and the other 
deceased proletarian revolution- 
aries of the older generation 


and to all revolutionary 
martyrs. 
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The Presidium of the Party Congress. 


Deng Xiaoping. 


In his opening speech at the 
congress, Deng Xiaoping an- 
nounced the three main items 


on the agenda: (1) Consideration 
of the report of the 11th Central 
Committee and decision on the 
Party’s programme for striving 
to create a new situation in all 
fields of socialist moderniza- 
tion; (2) Consideration and 
adoption of the new Constitu- 
tion of the Communist Party of 
China; and (3) Election of a new 
Central Committee, a Central 
Advisory Commission and a 
new Central Commission for 
Discipline Inspection. 


He said in his speech that a 
review of the Party’s history 
will show this congress to be a 
most important meeting since 
the Seventh National Congress. 
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He stated: ‘‘We have every 
reason to believe - that the 
correct programme to be for- 
mulated at this congress will 
create a new situation in all 
fields of socialist modernization 
and bring prosperity to our 
Party, our socialist, cause, our 
country and all our nationali- 
ties.” 


He continued: ‘In our mod- 
ernization programme, we must 
proceed from China’s realities. 
To integrate the universal truth 
of Marxism with the concrete 
realities of China, blaze a path 
of our own and build socialism 
with Chinese characteristics — 
this is the basic conclusion we 
have reached in summing up 
the long historical experience.” 


“Independence and_ self-re- 
liance have always been and 
will for ever be our basic 
stand,” he stressed. ‘We Chi- 
nese people value our friendship 
and co-operation with other 
countries and people. We value 
even more our hard-won in- 
dependence and sovereign 
rights. No foreign country can 
expect China to be its vassal or 
expect it to swallow any bitter 
fruit detrimental to its own 
interests.” 


He added: ‘‘We will unswerv- 
ingly follow a policy of open- 
ing to the outside world and ac- 
tively increase exchanges with 
foreign countries on the basis of 
equality and mutual benefit. At 
the same time, we will keep a 
clear head, firmly resist corro- 
sion by decadent ideas from 
abroad and never permit the 
bourgeois way of life to spread 
in our country.” 


“The 1980s will be an impor- 
tant decade in the historical 
development of our Party and 
state,” he stated. “To intensify 
socialist modernization, to strive 
for reunification and particular- 
ly for the return of Taiwan to 
the motherland, and tc combat 
hegemonism and _— safeguard 
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world peace—these are the 
three major tasks of our people 
in the 1986s. Economic con- 
struction is at the core of these 
tasks as it is the basis for the 
solution of China’s external and 
domestic problems.” 


Hu Yaobang. 


He then set forth the four 
tasks for the whole nation in a 
long period to come, at least in 
the 18 years up to the end of 
this century: 


—To restructure the admini- 
stration and the economic set- 
up and make the ranks of 
cadres more _ revolutionary, 
younger in average age, better 
educated and more professional- 
ly competent; 


—To build socialist spiritual 
civilization; 

— To strike at criminal activi- 
ties in the economic and other 
fields that undermine socialism; 


—To rectify the Party style 
of work and consolidate the 
Party organization on the basis 
of a conscientious study of the 
new Party Constitution. 


“These,” he pointed out, ‘will 
be the most important guar- 
antees for our adherence to the 
socialist road and the concentra- 
tion of our efforts on modern- 
ization.” 


He added: ‘‘With the accom- 
plishment of the tasks of this 


congress, our Party will have a 
more clear-cut guiding ideology 
for socialist modernization, the 
Party will be strengthened in a 
way more suited to the needs 
of the new historical period, 
and in the highest leading 
organs of the Party there will 
be co-operation of old and new 
cadres and succession of the 
new to the old, thus making 
these organs a more vigorous 
command headquarters.” 


Following Deng Xiaoping’s 
speech, Chairman of the Party 
Central Committee Hu Yaobang 
made a report to the congress on 
behalf of the 11th Party Central 
Committee, entitled “Create a 
New Situation in All Fields of 
Socialist Modernization.” (The 
full text of the report will be 
published in the coming issues.) 


The report is divided into 
six parts: 1. A historic change 
and the great new tasks; 
2. Bring about an_ all-round 
upsurge of the socialist econ- 
omy; 3. Strive to attain a high 
level of socialist spiritual civili- 
zation; 4. Strive to attain a high 


level of socialist democracy; 
5. Adhere to an independent 
foreign policy; 6. Build the 


Party into a firm leading core 
for the cause of socialist mod- 
ernization. 


Hu Yaobang pointed out in 
his report that in the coming 
five years after the congress, 
efforts will be made to bring 
about a fundamental turn for 
the better in the country’s fi- 
nancial and economic situation, 
in the standards of public con- 
duct and in the Party style of 
work. He also stated that in 
the 20 years from 1981 to the 
end of this century, the general 
objective of China’s economic 
construction is, while steadily 
working for more and better 
economic results, to quadruple 
the gross annual value of in- 
dustrial and agricultural pro- 
duction. 


CHINA =n EVENTS & TRENDS 


Communist Party 
Membership Expands 


The membership of the Com- 
munist Party of China has in- 
creased nine-fold from 4.4 mil- 
lion in 1949 to the current 
figure of over 39 million, ac- 
cording to the Organization 
Department of the CPC Central 
Committee. 


More than 4.6 million mem- 
bers have been admitted into 
the Party in the past four years, 
accounting for 14 per cent of 
the total number. Most of them 
are workers, peasants, cadres, 
teachers, experts, professors and 
outstanding minority people 
with a high level of political 
consciousness and professional 
skills. Most of the new Party 
members are young and middle- 
aged people. 


With a large number of out- 
standing people joining the 
CPC, Party members are play- 
ing an ever greater role in the 
socialist modernization drive. 
Figures from 25 factories, enter- 
prises and schools in Beijing 
show that 60 per cent of the 
new members who joined the 
Party from 1977 to 1980 have 
been cited as model and ad- 
vanced workers. 


Attention has been attached 
in the last few years to recruit- 
ing Party members from among 
intellectuals against whom there 
were prejudices in the past. 
-Large numbers of intellectuals 
who had applied for Party mem- 
bership for many years and who 
have the required qualifications 
have joined the Party. Among 
them are well-known scientists 
and artists. 


Since the Third Plenary Ses- 
sion of the 11th Party Central 
Committee in December 1978, 
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the Party has focused its atten- 
tion on consolidating its organ- 
izations and conducting ideo- 
logical education among its 
members. Party prestige which 
was seriously damaged during 
the “cultural revolution’ has 
been gradually restored and the 
number of people applying for 
Party membership has increas- 
ed. In Qinghua University 
which has over 7,000 teachers 
and students, for instance, over 
170 people out of about 1,000 
who applied for Party member- 
ship have since last year been 
admitted into the Party. 


Liao Zhongkai and He 
Xiangning Commemorated 


A rally was held in Beijing on 
the morning of August 29 to 
honour the late Mr. Liao Zhong- 
kai and commemorate the 10th 
anniversary of the death of his 
wife He Xiangning. The meet- 
ing was sponsored jointly by the 
Standing Committee of the Na- 
tional People’s Congress and the 
National Committee of the Chi- 
nese People’s Political Consulta- 
tive Conference. , 


Liao Zhongkai and He Xiang- 
ning were forerunners of the 
Chinese democratic revolution. 
To seek the truth for saving the 
country and the people, they 
went to Japan in the early years 
of this century to join the Tong 
Meng Hui (Chinese Revolu- 
tionary League) founded by Dr. 
Sun Yat-sen. Liao became a 
leading member of the League 
and his wife became the 
League’s first woman member. 
They followed Dr. Sun and 
actively helped in overthrowing 
the feudal monarchy of the 
Qing Dynasty and founding the 
Republic in the 1911 Revolution. 


The couple helped Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen formulate the Three 
Great Policies of alliance with 
Russia, co-operation with the 
Communist Party and assistance 
to the peasants and workers. 
Faithfully implementing these 
policies, they helped Dr. Sun 
reorganize the Kuomintang 
which brought about the first 
co-operation between the Kuo- 
mintang and the Chinese Com- 
munist Party in the years 
1924-27. 


Addressing the rally in the 
Chinese capital, Deng Yingchao, 
Member of the Political Bureau 
of the CPC Central Committee 
and Vice-Chairman of the NPC 
Standing Committee, paid 
tribute to the couple for their 
contributions to the Chinese 
revolution. She said that the 
reunification of the motherland 
and the realization of the third 
co-operation between the Kuo- 
mintang and the Communist 
Party are sacred tasks entrusted 
by history to the entire Chinese 
people. Saying that the pre- 
vious co-operations between the 
Kuomintang and the Chinese 
Communist Party propelled the 
advance of Chinese history, she 
expressed the sincere hope that 
those who followed Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen and worked together 
with Madame Soong Ching 
Ling, Mr. Liao Zhongkai and 
Madame He Xiangning would 
put the interests of the nation 
above everything else and strive 
for the third co-operation be- 
tween the two parties at an 
early date. 


Party and state leaders Deng 
Xiaoping and Li Xiannian at- 
tended the rally. 


Also present at the rally were 
Liao Chengzhi and Liao Meng- 
xing, son and daughter of Liao 
Zhongkai and He Xiangning. 
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ECONOMIC 


Harbour Construction 
Speeded Up 


China’s ports can now handle 
more than 200 million tons of 
cargo annually, which is 21 
times the amount in the early 
years of the 50s. This is a tan- 
gible result of harbour construc- 
tion in the nation’s major port 
cities, 

Eleven new and expanded 
berths have since 1979 been 
completed at the major ports 
along the coast and on the 
Changjiang (Yangtze) River, 
and eight others are nearing 
completion. The loading and 
unloading capacity of China’s 
major seaports has increased by 
6.36 million tons. 


Modern container terminals 
have been commissioned at Da- 
lian, Shanghai, Qingdao, Huang- 
pu and Tianjin. The Xingang 
(New Harbour) terminal in 
Tianjin alone can handle 


100,000 standard containers an- 
nually and has a 90,000-square- 
metre goods yard for 6,000 con- 


Buying washing machines at the No. 


tainers. It also has seven 10,000- 
ton-class wharves for bulk 
cargo. 


In addition, a number of 
medium-sized and small 
wharves have been built and ex- 
panded. 


According to the harbour con- 
struction programme, large, 
medium-sized and small sea- 
ports and river ports are to be 
built at the same time in order 
to quicken the construction 
speed. A group of deep-water 
wharves for  10,000-ton-class 

ships are under con- 
struction at Dalian, 


Qinhuangdao 
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Shanghai 


Qinhuangdao, Tianjin, 
Shijiusuo, Shanghai, 
Huangpu) and Zhan- 
jiang, and a number of 
deep-water wharves are 
being built in Jiangsu’s 
Nanjing, Zhenjiang, 
Nantong and Zhangjia- 
gang and Hubei’s Zhi- 
cheng, all along the 
Changjiang River. A 
coal wharf for handling 
1.5 million tons of coal 
annually will be built at 
Zhicheng. The harbour 
will facilitate greatly 
the transport of coal 
produced in Henan, 
Shanxi, Shaanxi and 
Guizhou Provinces to 
the coastal cities. 


10 Department Store in Shanghai. 


Rising Purchasing Power 


An increasing number of Chi- 
nese households now have TV 
sets, cassette tape-recorders, 
electric fans, washing machines 
and refrigerators. Eighty per 
cent of these were bought in the 
past three years. This is an in- 
dication of the continuing rise 


in the  people’s purchasing 
power. Other indications are: 
e The people’s savings de- 


posits in both the urban and 
rural areas at the end of 1981 
totalled 52,400 million yuan, 2.5 
times the figure in 1978. 


e The amount of grain (in- 
cluding processed food and pas- 
tries) consumed by the Chinese 
people increased on an average 
of 12 per cent per person 
in the last three years. In the 
rural areas, the proportion of 
rice and wheat consumed by the 
peasants rose while that of 
coarse grain (maize and 
sorghum) dropped. 


e In the last three years, per- 
capita consumption of edible oil 
rose by 88 per cent, and pork by 
44 per cent. The first 
months of this year saw a con- 
tinued rise in this regard. 
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e On the average, Chinese 
consumers bought 27.7 per cent 
more cloth in 1981 as compared 
with 1978. A sample survey 
showed that sales of woollen 
and silk fabrics, knitting wool 
and woollen knitwear more than 
doubled in the countryside in 
the last three years. 


According to the Ministry of 
Commerce, total retail sales in 
1981 reached a record of 235,000 
million yuan, 50 per cent more 
than in 1978, the year prior to 
the readjustment of the nation- 
al economy. After deducting the 
rise in prices, the increase was 
36.2 per cent. The increase of 
retail sales in the rural areas 
was 63 per cent, which was 
faster than in the cities. Total 
retail sales in the first six 
months of this year registered a 
9.5 per cent increase over the 
same period of 1981. 


Many people say that they 
have never seen such a great 
variety of goods on the coun- 
ters before. 


SOCIAL 


Controlling Population 
Growth Rate 


‘The natural population growth 
rate in China has been kept at 
less than 12 per thousand, 
though the number of newly- 
weds since 1978 has been in- 
creasing. This was disclosed at 
a working conference on family 
planning held in August in 
Beijing. 


The natural population growth 
rate in China’s most populous 
Sichuan Province dropped from 
31.21 per thousand in 1970 to 
9.17 per thousand in 1981. 
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At present, more than 100 
million couples of child-bearing 
age in the country are taking 
contraceptive measures, and the 
number of one-child families 
has reached 15 million. In the 
first half of this year, the 
number of one-child families 
throughout the country was 6.43 
per cent higher than in the same 
period of last year, and of the 
total number of babies born in 


this period, the first-born rate 


was 4.1 per cent higher. 


In Shanghai, out of 100 babies 
born in the first six months of 
this year, 90 are first-borns, 
ranking first in the country. 


These achievements should 
be attributed to the great ef- 
forts made by the government 
and the people. The govern- 
ment encourages late marriages 
and one child for one couple. A 
monthly health allowance of 
five yuan is paid by the govern- 
ment to one-child families, In 
some places, the only child en- 
joys free medical care and is 
exempted from tuition fees at 
school. Other priorities for the 
one-child families include bet- 
ter housing conditions and 
employment opportunities, and 
parents with only one child re- 
ceive higher pensions when they 
retire. In some of the rural peo- 
ple’s communes, the only child 
is entitled to 50 per cent more 
private plot than other children. 


Family planning is also 
encouraged in some _ sparsely 
inhabited national minority 
areas. (China has altogether 56 
nationalities; except for the Han 
nationality, the rest are minority 
nationalities. But a more 
lenient policy is followed in 
these regions. 


Premier Zhao Ziyang recently 
said that China is striving to 
limit its population within 1,200 
million by the end of this 


EVENTS & TRENDS 


century. He stressed that pop- 
ulation control is a fundamental 
and long-term policy which 
must be resolutely followed. The 
government is drawing up a 
long-term plan for economic and 
social development of which 
population planning is an im- 
portant component. 


FOREIGN 
RELATIONS 


Namibia Day 


State Councillor and Foreign 
Minister Huang Hua on August 
26 sent a message to Paul John 
Firmino Lusaka, President of 
the UN Council for Namibia. 


The message said: ‘The Chi- 
nese Government has consistent- 
ly opposed and condemned the 
South African authorities’ racist 
policy and their illegal occupa- 
tion of Namibia and opposed 
any outside interference in and 
sabotage of the Namibian peo- 
ple’s cause of national independ- 
ence. The Chinese Government 
and people will, as always, res- 
olutely support the struggle of 
the Namibian people for nation- 
al liberation and independence 
and the efforts of the South 
West Africa People’s Organiza- 
tion and the African states for 
the achievement of the inde- 
pendence of Namibia at an early 
date.” The message expressed 
the belief that the Namibian 
people will finally win inde- 
pendence and liberation. 


Chinese Government's 
Stand on Kiichi 
Miyazawa’s Statement 
Vice-Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs Wu Xueqian on August 28 
stated the Chinese Govern- 
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ments stand on Japanese Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Richi Miva- 
zawa’s statement on the text- 
book matter. in an appointment 
with Japanese Ambassador to 
China Yasue Katori. 


Wu Xueqian said: ‘“‘The con- 
tent of Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Kiichi Miyazawa’s statement 
was communicated to the Chi- 
nese side by the Japanese Gov- 
ernment on August 26 with some 
explanations. Having studied the 
content of the statement. the 
Chinese Government maintain- 
ed that though the Japanese 
Government said it would listen 
fully to criticisms and be re- 
sponsible for correcting the 
relevant passages in the text- 
books, it did not put forward 
any satisfying, clear-cut and 
concrete measures to make cor- 
rections. The Japanese Govern- 
ment’s attitude falls far short of 
the demands of the Chinese 
side. It is rather disappointing. 
The Chinese Government can- 
not agree and the Chinese peo- 
ple also cannot accept it.” 


Vice-Foreign Minister Wu 
said: “The Chinese side has re- 
peatedly pointed out that 
whether or not to recognize the 
history of Japanese militarist 
aggression against China is a 
major question of principle. It 
allows no ambiguity. The Chi- 
nese Government's attitude is 
clear-cut and consistent. 


“We do not agree that the 
Japanese Government does not 
take resolute measures to cor- 
rect the textbook mistakes on 
the excuse of defending the 
textbook screening system. 


“The Chinese Government 
once again urges the Japanese 
Government to take concrete, 
effective measures and correct 
as quickly as possible the mis- 
takes in screening the textbooks 
by the Ministry of Education so 
as to reach a satisfying solution 
of the matter. That would be 
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conducive to the development ot 
Sino-Japanese relations.” 


China Rejects US Proposal to 
Restrict Textile Exports 


The first round of negotia- 
tions for a new Sino-US textile 
agreement was held in Beijing 
from August 13 to 16. 


During the negotiations, the 
US side put forward a very un- 
fair proposal, trying to impose 
strict, discriminative  restric- 
tions on China’s textile exports 
to the United States. The Chi- 
nese side rejected the proposal 
and explained its principled 
stand on the new agreement for 
consideration by the US side. 


During the negotiations, the 
US side proposed to enlarge the 
scope of restriction on China’s 
textile exports to the US, cut 
the quotas, delete some flexible 
clauses from the present agree- 
ment and reduce the average 
annual growth rate to less than 
1 per cent. It also wanted to 
revise the consultation clauses 
so that the US side may take 
whatever actions it likes. 


The Chinese side rejected the 
US proposal on the ground that 
it runs counter to the basic prin- 
ciples of the agreement on trade 
relations between the two coun- 
tries 


Li Dengshan, leader of the 
Chinese Delegation and deputy 
director of the Foreign Trade 
Administration Under the Min- 
istry of Foreign Economic Rela- 
tions and Trade, refuted the US 
viewpoint with actual facts 
about China’s textile exports to 
the US. 


He recalled that China’s tex- 
tile exports to the US started al- 
most from zero, and in 1981 
reached only 420 million US 
dollars according to Chinese 
statistics, or less than 600 mil- 
lion US dollars according to 
American statistics, falling far 


behind other major textile ex- 
porters to the US. 


A considerable proportion of 
China's textile exports consists 
of grey cloth, which is used as 
raw material by the American 
printing and dyeing and gar- 
ments industries and therefore 
is beneficial to the US industry. 


China’s exports of garments 
to the US make up only 3.1 per 
cent of total American textile 
imports, Li  Dengshan - said. 
Moreover, China exported only 
54 categories of textiles to the 
US in 1981, accounting for only 
half of the total categories the 
US imported. 


Li Dengshan said that China’s 
textile exports to the US have 
not been allowed to develop in 
line with the actual needs and 
possibilities, but are subjected to 
strict and unfair control, The 
specific quotas for China’s ex- 
ports under the present agree- 
ment are even lower than the 
level already achieved when the 
agreement was signed. The rate 
of increase was much lower 
than the internationally accept- 
ed reasonable rate given to 
new exporters. 


Li Dengshan pointed out that 
after the first Sino-US textile 
agreement went into effect, the 
US side unrestrictedly used the 
consultation clauses to enlarge 
the scope of restriction and ar- 
bitrarily cut the quotas. It de- 
layed consultations and unilat- 
erally restricted imports, thus 
seriously holding up China’s 
export of textiles to the US and 
impairing China’s economic in- 
terests, 


He added that Sino-US textile 
trade was imbalanced, like 
Sino-US trade as a_ whole, 
resulting in a big deficit on the 
Chinese side. It is in the spirit 
of balancing mutual economic 
benefits that China wants to in- 
crease its textile exports to the 
US. 
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Salute to the Heroic 
Palestinian Fighters 


HE Palestine Liberation 

-Organization, in accordance 
with the agreement reached by 
all parties concerned, is pulling 
out its armed forces by contin- 
gents from Beirut and sending 
them to other Arab countries to 
spare the Lebanese capital from 
a holocaust. This action, taken in 
the interest of the overall situa- 
tion, is a contribution by the 
PLO to the peaceful solution of 
the Lebanon crisis caused by 
Israel's large-scale invasion. 


Setbacks Are Inevitable 


The PLO nas’ withstood 
another severe test. By heroi- 
cally fighting. the Palestinian 
fighters have smashed the 
Israeli expansionists’ scheme to 
wipe out the PLO armed forces 
and write off the national rights 
of the Palestinian people. Des- 
pite heavy losses, the PLO has 
preserved its effective strength 
and gained valuable experience. 

The revolutionary path is 
never smooth and straight. In 


their struggle for liberation, the 
oppressed nations and people 
will always meet setbacks of one 
kind or ancther in their way 
forward. However, so long as 
they are good at summing up 
their experience, both positive 
and negative, draw the neces- 
sary lessons, strengthen their 
unity and persist in struggle, 
they are sure to achieve final 
victory. 


Invincible Cause 


At this critical juncture when 
the PLO is withdrawing from 
Beirut. Chairman of the PLO 
Executive Committee Yasser 
Arafat has called on the fighters 
to continue their resistance and 
struggle. He also has solemnly 
declared that the Palestinian 
people will go on fighting for 
their just cause of regaining 
their national rights. 


The high fighting morale and 
the exemplary discipline dis- 
played by the Palestinian fight- 


PLQ fighters arriving in Syria by sea from Beirut. 


10 


ers as they withdrew from 
Beirut fully show the invincibili- 
ty of the revolutionary cause of 
Palestine. 


US Responsibility 


The Palestine problem re- 
mains the core of the Middle 
East issue, Failing a reasonable 
solution to this problem, there 
could be no peace and stability 
in the region. Israel’s savage in- 
vasion of Lebanon has fully ex- 
posed the aggressive and expan- 
sionist designs of the Begin 
regime. it not only wants to 
eliminate the PLO and stamp 
out the struggle of the 
Palestinian people for their na- 
tional rights. but also to put 
Lebanon under its control. All 
the evil schemes of the Israeli 
ruling clique were supported 
and encouraged by the United 
States, which cannot evade its 
responsibility for Israel’s crimes 
of aggression in Lebanon. 


Now that the PLO and its 
armed forces are pulling out of 
Beirut. the United States must 
make the Israeli aggressor 
troops withdraw from Lebanon 
immediately, totally and uncon- 
ditionally so as to ensure the 
latter’s sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity Israel must not 
refuse to withdraw under any 
pretext nor should it interfere 
directly or indirectly in the in- 
ternal affairs of Lebanon. The 
international community should 
take this opportunity to bring 
about a comprehensive, just and 
durable solution to the Middle 
East problem. 


The Chinese people will. as 
always, stand firmly on the side 
of the Arab and Palestinian peo- 
ple. We are convinced that the 
heroism and indomitable rev- 
olutionary spirit of the Pales- 
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tinian people, fostered in pro- 
tracted and arduous struggle, 
will be given new dimensions in 
the new situation. Victory cer- 
tainly belongs to the Palestinian 


people who uphold unity and 
persist in struggle 


—Excerpts from “Renmin 
Rihao” August 27 editorial 


French Policy of “‘Equilibrium’’ 
Towards Middle East 


RENCH President Francois 

Mitterrand reaffirmed 
France’s three principles on the 
Middle East situation in a tel- 
evised speech in Paris on Au- 
gust 17-——“presence.  equili- 
brium and peace.” 


“The right of the Israeli peo- 
ple to live in peace within the 
secure frontiers of a state recog- 
nized and respected by all; the 
right of the Palestinian people 
to a fatherland and to create 
their chosen institutions on it: 
and the right of the Lebanese 
people to recover their unity 
and independence which are 
trampled upon today,” he said. 


“Privileged Relations” 


With Israel’s massive invasion 
into Lebanon and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization's with- 
drawal [rom Beirut, the Middle 
East situation is undergoing a 
great change. The Middle East 
has always occupied an impor- 
tant place in French foreign 
policy, Economically and polit- 
ically France has “privileged 
relations” with this region. 


The Mitterrand government's 
Middle East policy has been des- 
cribed as a policy of equi- 
librium: On the one hand. it 
supports the right of the Pales- 
tinian people to self-determina- 
tion, recognizes the PLO as the 
Palestinian people's representa- 
live and stands for the establish- 
ment of a Palestine state. On 
the other hand, France main- 
tains friendly relations with 
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Israel and supports Israel's right 
to security within its own fron- 
tiers, 


As President Mitterrand said, 
the French policy towards 
the Arabs does not oppose Israel 
and its policy towards Israel 
does not oppose the Arabs. 


French diplomatic activities 
in solving the Lebanon crisis 
has reflected these principles. 


PLO Defended 


France condemned Israel's ag- 
gressive action and disapproved 
of its threatening the existence 
of the PLO. French Foreign 
Minister Claude Cheysson said 
that Israel's action was a “‘sui- 
cidal policy” that encroached 
upon Lebanon's rights. France 
repeatedly stressed that the 
PLO should be defended and al- 
lowed to exist. In mid-July 
President Mitterrand and Prime 
Minister Pierre Mauroy talked 
with Head of the Political De- 
partment of the PLO Farouk Al 
Kedoumy. in the first meeting 
between top French leaders and 
a PLO leader in history. While 
strengthening the political posi- 
tion of the PLO, France per- 
suaded the PLO to switch from 
a military struggle to a political 
one and attempted to convince 
the PLO and Israel to recognize 
each other, contending that the 
Middle East should achieve a 
political settlement. 


France has played a fairly ac- 
tive role in resolving the Leba- 


non crisis. Twice at the Security 
Council, it put forward propo- 
sals, appealing for a ceasefire 
and troop withdrawal from Leb- 
anon. The French leaders have 
met frequently with envoys 
from the conflicting sides and 
attempted to promote concilia- 
tions. Disregarding Soviet op- 
position, France decided to par- 
ticipate in the multinational 
force protecting the safe with- 
drawal of the PLO armed forces 
from Lebanon. 


also has __ sternly 
criticized terrorist activities 
against Jews. Since Israel’s in- 
vasion of Lebanon, eight violent 
attacks on Jews in France have 
shaken people inside and outside 
the country. Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Begin used these inci- 
dents to accuse France of a hos- 
tile attitude towards Israeli and 
of launching a wave of anti- 
Semitism. 


France 


President Mitterrand rejected 
Israel's charges, pointing out 
that his country’s efforts for 
peace in the Middle East have 
always stressed the ending of 
international terrorism. He des- 
cribed the French terrorist ac- 
tivities as ‘‘foolish” and “‘despic- 
able.’ He also announced the 
appointment of a state secretary 
for public security to mobilize 
all Freneh police forces and to 
draft measures against terrorist 
activities. 


Furthermore, France attempt- 
ed to link the ceasefire in Leb- 


anon with an overall settle- 
ment in the region, acknow- 
ledging that until the Pal- 


estine guestion is solved, there 
will be no peace in tne Middle 
East, France disagreed with the 
United States. which called only 
for a ceasefire in Lebanon, and 
criticized the United States’ al- 
liance with Israel and its refusal 
to negotiate with the PLO as 
obstacles to a successful settle- 
ment in the region. 
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Finally, France has strength- 
ened its ties with the Arab 
countries and Egypt in particu- 
lar. France and other Western 
countries share many similar 
views with Egypt and other 
Arab cauntries on the settle- 
ment of the Middle East issue. 


Co-ordination With Arab 


States 
Since the Lebanon crisis, 
diplomatic contacts between 


France and Egypt have been 
frequent. Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak sent a message 
to Mitterrand and French lead- 
ers met and consulted with 
the Egyptian minister of state 
for foreign affairs and the 
foreign minister. On August 22, 
Egyptian Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Buiros Ghali 
held talks with Cheysson 
about another joint move for 
yet another UN Security Coun- 
cil resolution on the Palestine 
issue. France and Egypt put 


forward a draft resolution on 
the settlement of the Middle 
East question to the Security 
Council on July 29. 


Now through the UN interven- 
tion and the PLO withdrawal to 
other countries, the Lebanon 
crisis may be eased for the time 
being. However, this question 
has not been solved, the Israeli 
aggressors remain in Lebanon 
and the contradictions between 
the Arab countries and Israel 
are still sharp. 


The proposal for the political 
settlement of the Middle East 
question will be put on the in- 
ternational agenda. The French 
Government is likely to further 
strengthen its relationships with 
the Arab countries while re- 
viving its urging of the EEC 
countries to actively promote 
peace in the Middle East. 


— Zhai Xiangqian and Ma 
Weimin 


Hanoi’s Sophistry Can’t 
Alter the Facts 


HE Vietnamese 

official departments and 
mass media recently have 
launched a propaganda cam- 
paign on Sino-Vietnamese rela- 
tions. 


On August 23, 
mese Party 


leaders, 


the Vietna- 
organ Nhan Dan 
claimed that in the past few 
years ‘‘the Vietnamese side has 
never taken the initiative to ag- 
gravate the relations between 
China and Viet Narn, nor has it 
created antagonistic tension or 
conflicts against China.’ The 
Vietnamese side, it said, “has 
constantly and sincerely hoped 
and exerted every effort to seek 
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a negotiated settlement of all 
differences.” 


Irrefutable Facts 


But the truth about the de- 
velopments in Sino-Vietnamese 
relations in the past few years 
can neither be twisted nor hid- 
den by the Vietnamese paper’s 
lies. 


China has always stood for a 
negotiated settlement of prob- 
lems pending between China 
and Viet Nam. Proceeding from 
this sincere desire, the Chinese 
Government sent a delegation 
to Hanoi in April 1979 for talks 
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with the Vietnamese side and 
put forth a fair and reasonable 
eight-point proposal. But the 

jetnamese side rejected the 
proposal and iurned the confer- 
ence table into an anti-China 
platform. Thus, the Vietnamese 
side wrecked the negotiations 
and brought them to a deadlock. 


In an attempt to sow discord 
between China and the South- 
east Asian nations, Hanoi in re- 
cent years has concocted and 
spread a_so-cailed ‘Chinese 
threat’? and made it an excuse 
not to withdraw its troops from 
Kampuchea. 


At home, Vietnamese leaders 
and news media jumped at every 
chance to attack China and in- 
cite anti-China feelings. 


At the Vietnamese Communist 
Party’s Fifth National Congress 
convened last March, Le Duan, 
General Secretary of the Party, 
once again proclaimed it a 
Vietnamese national policy to 
oppose China. 


He identified China as Viet 


Nam’s ‘“‘direct and dangerous 
enemy” and declared “readi- 
ness” to fight “a large-scale” 


war with China. 


How can all these statements 
and acts justify the Vietnamese 
claim that in the past few years 
“the Vietnamese side has never 
taken the initiative io aggravate 
the relations between the two 
countries’? 


Military Provocations 


Hanoi’s claim that ‘“Viet Nam 
has never created antagonistic 
tension or conflicts against 
China” is even more ridiculous. 
In the past few years, Vietna- 
mese troops have frequently 
opened fire at Chinese bordu 
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towns and villages, killing local 
inhabitants and shelling Chinese 
hamlets and farms. They have 
often sent special agents into 
China’s border areas to lay 
mines and steal cattle, causing 
great losses of life and proper- 
ty to the Chinese border inhab- 
itants. In 1980 alone. the Vietna- 
mese created armed clashes and 
intruded into Chinese territory 
on more than 1.900 occasions, In 
May 1981. Vietnamese regi- 
ments. under the cover of artil- 
lery fire. launched attacks on 
the Fakashan area in the 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region and the Koulin area in 
Yunnan Province, seriously ag- 
gravating the situation in the 
Sino-Vietnamese border areas. 


Moreover, Vietnamese troops 
have incessantly encroached 
upon Chinese territorial waters, 
killing or kidnapping Chinese 
fishermen and looting Chinese 
fishing boats. Vietnamese 
aircraft, too, have intruded into 
China’s air space for reconnais- 
sance and provocations. These 


facts give the lie to Nhan Dan’s 
falsehoods. 


Facts about Sino-Vietnamese 
relations in the past few years 
show that Viet Nam, while pay- 
ing lip service to “negotiations,” 
has been continuously aggra- 
vating the bilateral relations by 
befouling the atmosphere of ne- 
gotiations between the two 
countries. In fact, Viet Nam has 
used “negotiations” as a smoke- 
sereen to deceive public opinion 
both at home and abroad and to 
cover up its anti-China activi- 
ties. 


The Chinese Government and 
people hope that the Vietnamese 
authorities would abandon their 
policy of hostility towards China 
and seeking regional hege- 
mony, and show their sinceri- 
ty by concrete actions. If they 
continue being hypocritical, 
saying one thing while doing 
another, they will have to take 
full responsibility for the con- 
sequences. 


— Li Ming 


The Two Superpowers Race 
To Arm Space 


RAMATIC and _ frightening 

changes have characterized 
the arms race in outer space 
since it began 25 years ago. To- 
day it is all too apparent that 
both the Soviet Union and the 
United States expect that a 
global nuclear war would be 
launched and operated from be- 
yond the stratosphere. 


Recent Soviet military exer- 
cises included the use of anti- 
satellite weapons and both bal- 
listic and anti-ballistic missiles 
in accordance with the envisag- 
ed progress of a nuclear war. 
reported Washington Post on 
June 21. 
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On the day of the Soviet 
exercises, the United States an- 
nounced that in response to the 
Soviets’ unprecedented use of 
anti-satellite weapons, the Pen- 
tagon plans to establish a new, 
centralized military space head- 
quarters in Colorado Springs 
after September 1. 


While the world’s people de- 
mand peace on earth, the super- 
powers prepare the heavens for 
war. 


Military Sateilites 
The first satellite was thrust 
inte orbit in 1957, the opening 
salvo in what has become the 


largest and most costly aspect 
of the arms race. By the end of 
1981, space was littered with 
2,772 satellites, of which 1,868 
were military ones belonging to 
elther Washington or Moscow. 
The 661 US military satellites 
were 68.5 per cent of ail US 
satellites, while the 1,207 Soviet 
military satellites were more 
than 70 per cent of the Soviet 
total. 


In 1981, a total of 156 space 
vehicles were put ‘into orbit; 93 
were Soviet military satellites. 


Berlin Crisis 


Military satellites were first 
used for reconnaissance during 
the Berlin crisis in 1961. At that 
time, the former Sjoviet Premier, 
Nikita Khrushchov, emboldened 
by what he boasted was Soviet 
nuclear superiority, tried to 
force the Western countries into 
signing a Germa.n peace treaty. 
But a secret US reconnaissance 
satellite mission revealed, sur- 
prisingly, that the Soviets had 
deployed only 14 intercontinen- 
tal missiles, not 120 as originally 
estimated by ‘the CIA. This 
finding abruptly turned the 
Berlin confrontiation in favour 
of the United States, and trig- 
gered off a new round of the 
arms race between Washington 
and Moscow in developing not 
only reconnaissance but also 
other types of military satellites. 


Today, both the United States 
and the Soviet. Union claim to 
have a complement of military 
satellites, including photograph- 
ic reconnaissance, electronic 
reconnaissance, early-warning, 
ocean-surveillance, communica- 
tions, navigational, weather and 
geodetic satellites. 


While the two superpowers 
maintain this stable of satellites, 
research continues. The US 
early-warning: satellites can de- 
termine within six minutes af- 
ter a missile is launched whether 
it is flying towards the United 
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States and what its target is. 
Several Soviet photographic 
reconnaissance satellites, which 
can provide high resolution pic- 
tures of objects are in opera- 
tion at all times, thereby keep- 
ing the whole globe under close 
watch for most of the year. 


Space: Supremacy 


In the past: decade or so, the 
Soviet Union has put enormous 
efforts into building military 
satellites, launching 3.5 times 
more than the United States. It 
emphasized developing manned 
satellites and irelated technology. 
Huge space carriers with a 
loading capability six to seven 
times greater than the US space 
shuttle are under research. The 
Soviets aim to put a large-size, 
permanent marined station into 
orbit in order *o increase their 
capability to select targets and 
command and control both de- 


fensive and offensive space 
weapons. 
In the same _ period, the 


United States has devoted its 
effort to producing space shut- 
tles, which possess great mili- 
tary potential. Cheaper to 
manufacture and more reliable 
than a rocket, which can be 
used only once, the new vehicles 
serve multiple purposes. While 
in orbit, shuttles are able to 
launch military satellites. repair 
and recover orbiting satellites, 
capture or destroy enemy satel- 


lites, fabricate large space 
structures, serve as  experil- 
mental platforms for laser and 
other weapons, and conduct 


man-controlled reconnaissance. 
Moreover, if necessary, they 
could also be used as military 
command posts. 


The repeated successful flights 
of the space shuttle has enabled 
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the United States to achieve 
more with fewer launchings 
than the Soviet Union and to 
maintain its superiority over 
Moscow in manned flights. 


But the Soviet Union leads 
the United States by about 10 
years in anti-satellite systems 
research. Moscow already has 
experimented with interceptor’ 
destructor satellites, in addition 
to laser and particle-beam 
weapons. 


Costly Rivalry 


The costs of the rivalry are 
immense for both superpowers. 
In fiscal 1981. the US National 
Aeronautic and Space Admin- 
istration’s budget was $4,997 
million, and the Defence De- 
partment’s, $4,789 million 
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The figures increased to 
$5,617 million and $5,916 
million respectively in fiscal 


1982. The Soviet space budget 
is reportedly even larger. 


The two superpowers arms 
race in outer space is a matter 
of international concern. In its 
final report, the UN Second 
Conference on the Exploration 
and Peaceful Use of Outer 
Space, in Vienna in August, 
said that the expansion of the 
arms race into outer space 
harms all of humanity and 
should be stopped. The people 
of all countries hope that outer 
space. which belongs to all, will 
be exploited for peaceful pur- 
poses and that space technology 
will be used to benefit the 
whole human race. 


— Liao Yangwen 


International Co-operation on the 


Manantali 


TEST Africa’s Manantali 
Dam, when completed, will 
be one of the principal means 
of expioiting the resources of 
the Senegal River. The project 
is an example of regional co- 
operation amiong African coun- 
tries, and of both South-South 
and North-South co-operation. 


The foundation stone for the 
dam was laid by leaders of the 
three member countries of the 
Organization for the Develop- 
ment of the Senegal River 
(ODSR) — Malian President 
Moussa Traore, Mauritanian 
President Mohamed Khouna 
Ould Haidalla and Senegalese 
President Abdou Dicuf — at ihe 
Seventh Summit of the ODSR 
held in Bamako last May. The 


Dam 


dam is the larger of two major 
ODSR construction projects. 


The 1.800-kilometre Senegal 
River runs through Mali, Mau- 
ritania and Senegal, and could 
irrigate an area of 478,800 hec- 
tares. However, the river has 
not been fully exploited. Poor 
communications, iack of energy 
resources and large areas of 
sandy wasteland along the river 
have contributed to the poor 
economy and low living stand- 
ards in this area. 


The ODSR was set up in 
March 1972 to exploit jointly 
the Senegal River’s resources 
for the economic development 
of Mali, Mauritania and Senc 
gal. The organization decided to 
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construct both the Manantali 
Dam and the smaller Diama 
Dam. 


Economic Benefits 


The Manantali Dam is located 
in southeastern Mali on the 
Bafing River, a main tributary 
of the Senegal. Scheduled for 
completion in six years, the dam 
will be 1.432 metres long and 66 
metres high. It will have a 
storage capacity of 11,000 mil- 
hon cubic metres. The comple- 
tion of the Manantali Dam is 
expected to bring numerous eco- 
nomic benefits to the three 
countries 


It will provide irrigation to 
255,000 hectares of land. To- 
gether with the area to be ir- 
rigated following the completion 
of the Diama Dam in Senegal, 
the total irrigated area will 
reien 375,000 hectares. The ir- 
rigated areas are expected to be 
capable of producing two crops 
annually, double the current 
single crop per year. 


The annual generating ca- 
pacity will be 800 million to 
1.600 million kw which can 
provide Mali and Senegal cheap 
electric power to develop indus- 
try and exploit their known 
mineral resources such as cop- 
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per, iron, bauxite, lead, chro- 
mium and gold. 


The water flow capacity will 
be stabilized at 300 cubic metres 
per second, so the 948-kilome- 
tre-long river channel from the 
port of St. Louis in Senegal to 
Kayes in Mali can be used for 
shipping, and will provide facili- 
ties for the development of 
transport and commerce. 


Economic Aid 


It was estimated in 1972 
that the completion of the 
two dams would — require 
47,000 million franes CFA (in 
1980, US $1=222.8 francs CFA). 
However, with world inflation, 
the latest estimate has revised 
this to 177,273 million francs 
CFA. 


The leaders of the three coun- 
tries have separately and to- 
gether visited Middle Eastern, 
European and American coun- 
tries seeking economic aid. By 
May this year they had received 
187,000 million francs CFA of 
economic aid, of which 47 per 
cent are from Arab countries, 
42 per cent from Europe, the 
United States and Canada, and 
11 per cent from African and 
Islamic financial institutions 


and the United Naiions Develup- 
ment Programme. 


Great Significance 


Rich natural resources have 
been found in the border areas 
joining Mali, Mauritania and 
Senegal. The Senegal River has 
the capacity to generate 4,000 
million kw of electricity, and 
different kinds of minerals 
are buried in the 440,000- 
square-kilometre drainage area 
of the river, Co-ordinated ex- 
ploitation is of great value to 
those countries. 


But Mali, 
Senegal are developing coun- 
tries, and they have inadequate 
funds and little advanced tech- 
nology. The economic and tech- 
nical aid from Arab and Euro- 
pean countries have made it 
possible for them to jointly tap 
the potentials of the Senegal 
River. 


Mauritania and 


At the Seventh Summit of the 
ODSR, leaders of the three 
countries repeatedly expressed 
their gratitude to those coun- 
tries and international organiza- 
tions for their assistance. A 
communique issued after the 
summit emphasized the particu- 
lar importance of co-operation 
with the Arab countries. 


The programme to exploit the 
water resources of the Senegal 
River ig mutually beneficial for 
the three African countries and 
involves co-operative responsi- 
bilities among them. The com- 
pletion of the two dams will 
give great impetus to the three 
countries’ develop- 
ment and their unity and co- 


economic 


operation. It will also encourage 
further South-South and North- 
South co-operation 


— Yang Xienya 
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Developing Countries’ Strategy for 


Socio-Economic Development 


by Li Cong 


© The socio-economic development of developing countries is 
determined by many factors. But the most important one is that these 
countries, after overcoming various difficulties and obstructions, should, 
in light of their specific conditions, explore, formulate and implement 
appropriate development strategies. 


e The developing countries’ aims are to increase production, raise 
the standard of living and obtain economic independence. These three 
aims are related to and condition each other. 


e Since conditions differ from one country to another, each coun- 
try's strategy for development should reflect their own conditions and 
characteristics. To strive for economic independence and development, 
the developing countries should rely mainly on their own efforts while 
regarding external assistance as subsidiary. They should at the same 
time be on guard against the plots of neocolonialism and hegemonism. 


FTER obtaining political independence, the 

people of developing countries are eager to 
free themselves from dependence upon and con- 
trol by foreign countries, to achieve rapid de- 
velopment of their independent economies and 
to eliminate their long-existing poverty and 
backwardness. This is a continuation of their 
struggle for national independence. Like the 
struggle for political independence, this struggle 
waged by the overwhelming majority of the 
world’s people not only determines the destiny 
of the developing countries, but greatly influ- 
ences the advance of human history. 


The developing countries’ socio-economic 
life is determined by many factors, subjective 
and objective. Most important is the task of 
formulating and carrying out correct strategies 
for development, that is, on the basis of correct 
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guidelines, working out general objectives and 
general tasks of social and economic deveiop- 
ment within a certain period and adopting 
appropriate policies and measures to accelerate 
their realization. 


Appropriate Strategies for Development 


It is not easy for the developing countries 
to formulate and carry out appropriate strate- 
gies for development. The first thing they must 
do is to have a good grasp of the laws of eco- 
nomic development and their own national con- 
ditions. Internally, the developing countries 
have a relatively low economic and cultural 
level, and they lack funds and technical per- 
sonnel. Internationally, the developing coun- 
tries’ efforts to develop their economies indepen- 
dently are obstructed and undermined by the 
imperialist, hegemonist and colonialist forces, 
which either try to keep the developing coun- 
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tries in a permanent backward state or try to 
bring the developing countries’ economies into 
line with their strategy. It is through overcom- 
ing these difficulties and obstructions that the 
developing countries formulate and carry out 
their strategies for development. 


So far the developing countries have for- 
mulated and carried oui many types of strate- 
gies, each with some advantages and disadvan- 
tages. The merits and demerits of the same type 
of strategy are not entirely the same for different 
countries. But on the whole, countries which 
practised these strategies have obtained certain 
results, some of which are fairly remarkable. At 
the same time, they also encountered some 
problems and even serious problems. It is 
easy for most developing countries to practise 
the strategy of developing mainly primary prod- 
ucts, they can make the most of their natural 
resources and derive a definite profit from them. 
But if they spend their efforts on just producing 
and exporting farm produce and mineral prod- 
ucts, they will not help balance lopsided econ- 
omies caused by long-standing colonial rule, 
nor will they achieve economic independence 
and rapid growth. The strategy of giving pri- 
ority to heavy industry can make important 
contributions to laying a foundation for this in- 
dustry of a country. However, some developing 
countries have experienced significant imbal- 
ances in their national economies because they 
have inappropriately focused their resources on 
the high-investment, slow-yield heavy industry 
sector, while neglecting the development of light 
industry, agriculture and service trades. 


In the late 1950s. some developing countries 
began practising the strategy of “import substi- 
tution.” During the first several years, the pro- 
duction of consumer goods increased rapidly and 
their national economic strengths grew stronger. 
However, because of the limited home market 
in some developing countries, after production 
reached a certain level, this strategy could no 
longer promote economic growth. In addition, 
as a result of the steady increase in imports of 
raw materials, semi-finished products, machines 
and other equipment, international payments 
grew and the financial situation eventually 
worsened. 


After the mid-1960s, some developing coun- 
tries switched over to the strategy of ‘export 
substitution.” In the short run, their industrial 
productivity increased, costs dropped and many 
manufactured goods, especially labour-consuming 
products, became competitive on the interna- 


September 6, 1982 


tional market. With exports increasing steadily, 
their ability to import grew and thereby promot- 
ed the expansion of production departments at 
home. However, as a result of the implementa- 
tion of this strategy, their national economies 
depended more heavily on the world market and 
therefore could hardly maintain a stable de- 
velopment. With the introduction of a huge 
sum of foreign funds and technologies, many 
important economic sectors fell under the con- 
trol of foreign capital to varying degrees. In the 
early 1970s, the West was plagued by production 
stagnation and inflation, giving rise to a new 
wave of protectionism in international trade. All 
this made it more difficult for the develcping 
countries to carry out a strategy that relied on 
exports. So they found it necessary to seek 
more appropriate strategies for their economies. 


Objectives 


What are the objectives developing coun- 
tries should clearly define in their strategies for 
development? Since most developing countries 
do not have advanced production capabilities, 
have not yet obtained economic independence 
and have low living standards, their general 
objectives should be to develop production, raise 
living standards and obtain economic indepen- 
dence. These three objectives are related to and 
condition each other, These three aspects should 
be taken as a whole, while weighing the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of this strategy. 


Production Development. Many developing 
countries have worked to develop industrial pro- 
duction and some have achieved quite remark- 
able results. During the 1970s, the developing 
countries’ total output value grew at a rate of 
5.1 per cent and their industrial output value 
at a rate of 6.5 per cent, both much higher than 
those of the developed countries. Their total 
output value increased from 15 per cent in 1970 
of the world’s total to 18 per cent in 1980. Dur- 
ing the same period, their industrial output 
value increased from 8.8 per cent to 10.9 per 
cent and their export from 19.7 per cent to 27.3 
per cent. Among their exports, the proportion 
of manufactured goods increased greatly. Coun- 
tries like Brazil, India, Mexico and Argentina 
established a fairly complete industrial system. 


For a long time, many developing countries, 
however, failed to balance all economic sectors. 
They put undue stress on the rapid growth of 
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industrial production while more or less neglect- 
ing agricultural development. Furthermore, 
feudal land ownership is still a significant or 
even dominant aspect of rural life in many de- 
veloping countries, with its accompanying nega- 
tive effect on agriculture. The developing coun- 
tries’ agricultural production grew 3.5 per cent 
annually during the 1960s and dropped to 2.6 
per cent in the 1970s. Grain production grew 
even more slowly. Statistics from 128 develop- 
ing countries indicate that the number of coun- 
tries which had lower grain growth rates than 
their population growth rates rose from 56 in 
the 1960s to 69 in the 1970s. This has meant, 
serious food shortages. The developing coun- 
tries were able to export some grain in the early 
1950s but had to import grain in the late 1950s. 
They imported an average of 20 million tons of 
grain annually during the 1960s. 60 million tons 
per year during the 1970s and 95 million tons 
in 1980. This resulted in a sharp increase in 
foreign exchange spending. Poor agricultural 
development and the shortage of grain have 
seriously impeded the development of their in- 
dustries and their economies as a whole. They 
depend upon other countries more heavily than 
before. 


The uneven economic development is mani- 
fested in the disproportionate development of 
their light industry and heavy industry and the 
concentration of limited funds on heavy in- 
dustry, which results in a slow turnover of 
funds, poor economic results and a retarded 
growth of accumulation and a shortage in market 
supply. 


The imbalance of economic development 
also finds expression in the fact that production 
capabilities are not commensurate with funda- 
mental services. Some developing countries 
have far too few communications and transpor- 
tation facilities or energy resources. This has 
seriously impeded the development of their agri- 
cultural and industrial preduction and their 
national economies as a whole. 


Raising Living Standards. With the growth of 
production, the people’s livelihood in some de- 
veloping countries has improved to varying de- 
grees. Despite high population growth rates, the 
developing countries’ average annual growth 
rate of output value was 2.7 per cent per capita 
during the 1970s, and even higher in the faster 
growing countries. 


However, these figures do not always in- 
dicate the quality of people’s lives. Take the 
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nationalist countries with capitalist systems. 
Their socio-economic life cannot but be governed 
by the laws of capitalism, including the law of 
capital accumulation. In addition, in order to 
rapidly improve their economies, quite a few 
developing countries have pursued high ac- 
cumulation and increased investment to the 
neglect of their economic strengths and their 
people’s lives. The result is that though their 
production has grown, their people have re- 
ceived little benefit, and the rich-and-poor 
polarization has become greater. While social 
wealth is concentrated in the hands of a few, 
the labouring people are living in dire poverty. 
About 800 million people of the developing 
countries are utterly destitute. In many develop- 
ing countries, the jobless account for 20 per cent 
or even more, of the total work force. Such a 
situation has not only hindered the economic 
development but has caused social turbulence. 


Striving for Economic Independence. Many de- 
veloping countries have come to realize that 
without economic independence. political in- 
dependence cannot be consolidated. In order to 
achieve economic independence, they have adopt- 
ed a series of policies and measures such as re- 
covering the sovereignty over resources from 
foreign companies, restricting the activities of 
foreign enterprises and eventually nationalizing 
these enterprises. However, it should be noted 
that within the existing international economic 
order, which is unequal and unjust, many de- 
veloping countries cannot completely free them- 
selves from control and plunder by imperialism, 
hegemonism and colonialism. In addition. many 
developing countries have not combined their 
efforts to develop production with their struggle 
for economic independence. As a result. although 
production has greatly increased. the economy 
is net moving in the direction of independence. 


Many developing countries’ production de- 
partments are now to varying cegrces controlled 
by Western transnational companies. Their im- 
ported and exported commodity prices are ma-~ 
nipulated by the developed countries and trade 
relations are to their disadvantage. In 1981, for 
instance, the developing countries exported their 
primary products at prices 15 per cent lower 
than in 1980 and suffered great losses. The de- 
veloping countries have had to borrow money 
from other countries amounting to US $ 87,000 
million in 1971, US $ 446,000 million in 1980 
and US $ 524,000 million in 1981. They paid 
back US $ 112,000 million of capital and interest 
in 1981. Overburdened with these heavy debts. 
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many developing countries have become increas- 
ingly dependent upon creditor countries eco- 
nomically. 


In the past two or three decades, many de- 
veloping countries have achieved certain suc- 
cesses by implementing development strategies. 
In the last few years they have adopted a series 
of policies and measures that address the prob- 
lems they currentiy confront. These include: 
emphasizing agricultural development as well as 
energy, communications and _ transportation; 
building up small and medium-sized enterprises 
as weil as labour-intensive industries in order to 
decrease the number of jobless; raising living 
standards and improving medical care, cultural 
and educational systems; continuing to improve 
trade relations; adjusting their policies towards 
foreign investments; making full and effective 
use of foreign capital; allocating more funds for 
technical development; improving conditions for 
introducing technology from developed countries: 
strengthening co-operation amiong developing 
countries and striving to establish a new inter- 
national economic order. These measures have 
proved to be successful. 


Guidelines 


In order io formulate and carry out correct 
strategies for development, it is necessary to 
have correct guiding principles. The developing 
countries have studied their guidelines and 
obtained a clearer understanding of some major 
problems of principle. 


First, correct strategies must be worked out 
independently and in light of each country’s 
particular conditions. They must not be a me- 
chanical copy of others’ patterns, nor can they 
be imposed by an external power. Western pat- 
terns for developing capitalist economies are not 
appropriate for developing countries, nor is the 
Soviet lopsided development of heavy industry 
and all-round nationalization of the enterprises 
which the Soviet Union has peddled to them. 
Nor should they copy each other’s pattern 
although it is, of course, important for them to 
learn from each other. Although the developing 
countries have common objectives and tasks as 
contained in their strategies for development, 
each country has its own specific features. They 
differ from each other in territory, population, 
naatural resources, socio-economic structure, the 
level of production, scientific and technological 
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deveiopmions and trac.uen of national culture, as 
well as in foreign relations. Some of these 
differences are quite profound. 


Second, to obtain economic independence 
and development, the developing countries 
should stress relying on their own strengths, 
fact independently and keep the initiative in 
their own hands. Many developing countries 
have rich human and natural resources; their 
people are eager to build their countries. If 
these forces are fully mobilized with appropriate 
guidance, the countries’ socio-economic situation 
will certainly improve. It is ill-founded to be- 
lieve that the developing countries are condemn- 
ed for ever to a primitive mode of production 
and have no ability to engage in expanded re- 
production; or that they cannot get rid of the 
developed capitalist countries’ exploitation and 
consequently must depend heavily upon them. 


Of course, it is impossible for a country to 
develop completely isolated from the present- 
day world where production and capital have 
become increasingly international and world 
economic relations have witnessed unprecedent- 
ed development. Therefore, it is an urgent task 
for the developing countries to rapidly improve 
their economies, give full play to their positive 
domestic factors, strengthen their economic ties 
with other countries, expand their exports of 
commodities and labour services, import all 
the necessary means of production and con- 
sumer goods for the development of their econ- 
omies, absorb foreign funds and introduce 
technology they lack. 


Outside factors can yield results only when 
positive domestic factors are brought into full 
play. The stress should be on uniting their 
people to work hard. In sum, the correct policy 
is to rely mainly on their own efforts while re- 
garding external assistance as subsidiary. 


The developing countries’ struggle for in- 
dependent economic development is the con- 
tinuation of the struggle for national liberation 
in the economic field. Their experience has 
taught them that to fulfil this arduous historic 
task, they have to fight in two ways: against the 
Western monopoly groups’ attempts to institute 
a new colonialism, and against dependence on 
the Soviet hegemonists who try to bring the de- 
veloping countries under their control in the 
guise of ‘‘assistance.”’ 


(Originally published in “Hongqi,”’ 
issue No, 14, 1982.) 
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For Your Reference 
A Historical Review 


The First Party Congress 


‘ONVENED in Shanghai on July 23-31, 1921 
(but for the final day moved to Lake Nanhu 
in Jiaxing. Zhejiang Province), the First Party 
Congress was attended by 12 delegates represent- 
ing the nation’s 50-odd Party members. They 
included Mao Zedong, He Shuheng, Dong Biwu. 
Chen Tangiv, Wang Jinmei, Deng Enming, Li 
Da and Li Hanjun. The other four delegates, 
Zhang Guotao, Liu Renjing. Chen Gongbo and 
Zhou Fohai, later betrayed the Party. Li Da- 
zhao and Chen Duxiu. the two major founders 
of the Party. did not participate because they 
were attending to other things. Also present at 
the congress were Bao Huiseng, a personal rep- 
resentative of Chen Duxiu. and a representa- 
tive from the Communist International. 


The site of the First Party Congress (Shanghai). 
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of CPC Congresses 


The Party programme endorsed by the 
congress laid down the Party’s fighting goals: 
Overthrow the bourgeoisie by means of the pro- 
letarian revolutionary army, establish the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat and abolish private 
ownership of the means of production — all in 
order to eradicate class differences. The Party 
programme also defined democratic centralism 
as the Party’s organizational principle and laid 
down the Party’s discipline. The congress decid- 
ed that the immediate central task for the Party 
was to lead the workers’ movement. 


Chen Duxiu was elected Secretary of the 
Central Bureau of the Communist Party of 
China. 


The Second Party Congress 


The Second Party Congress was held in 
Shanghai July 16-23, 1922. 


Twelve delegates attended the congress, 
representing 195 Party members. 


The declaration published by the congress 
analysed the international situation and the 
semi-colonial, semi-feudal nature of Chinese 
society, expounded the nature, object and mo- 
tive force of the Chinese revolution and drew up 
the Party’s minimum and maximum pro- 
grammes. For the first time in modern Chinese 
history, the congress mapped out a thoroughgo- 
ing anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic rev- 
olutionary programme. Among other things the 
congress passed a resolution on joining the Third 
International. 


The Third Party Congress 


The Third Party Congress, June 12-20, 1923 
in Guangzhou, was attended by 30-odd delegates 
of 420 Party members. 


The congress accepted a Communist Inter- 
national executive committee resolution con- 
cerning the co-operation between the Kuomin- 
tang and the Communist Party in China and 
decided that in order to establish a united front 
of democratic classes, Communist Party members 
would be allowed to join the Kuomintang led by 
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Dr. Sun Yat-sen as individuals (not 
representatives of the CPC). 


The Fourth Party 
Congress 


The Fourth Party Congress in 
Shanghai on January 11-22, 1925, was 
attended by 20 delegates representing 
994 Party members. 


The congress discussed the pro- 
letariat’s leadership of the democratic 
revolution and its alliance with the 
peasantry. It decided to launch a 
mass movement and to establish and 
strengthen Party organizations across 
the country, making theoretical, tac- 
tical and organizational preparations for the 
rapid development of the revolution. 


Following the congress, workers’ and peas- 
ants’ movements surged ahead in south China, 
providing an impetus for the triumphant 
advance of the war against the northern feudal 
warlords. 


The Fifth Party Congress 


The Fifth Party Congress was held in 
Wuhan April 27-May 9, 1927 and was attended 
by 80 delegates representing 57,900 Party 
members. 


This congress was convened when the 1924- 
27 revolution had reached a crucial moment. 
After usurping the central leadership of the 
Kuomintang, Right-winger Chiang Kai-shek 
staged a coup d’etat in Shanghai on April 12, 
1927, in which large numbers of revolutionaries 
and Communists were massacred. On April 18. 
Chiang established his regime in Nanjing, repre- 
senting the interests of imperialism, big 
landlords and the big bourgeoisie. 


The congress criticized Chen Duxiu’s mis- 
takes in neglecting the struggle with the bour- 
geoisie for the leadership of the revolution. 
However, as Chen Duxiu’s Right-deviationist 
capitulationism still dominated the Party’s 
central leadership, the congress failed to work 
out any practical measures to counteract it. On 
July 15, Wang Jingwei, a Kuomintang leader. 
openly betrayed the revolution in Wuhan. The 
revolution suffered a major setback. On August 
1. the Nanchang Uprising was launched under 
the leadership of the Party. 
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The site of the Third Party Congress (Guangzhou). 


At an emergency meeting in Hankou on 
August 7, the Party Central Committee repudiat- 
ed Chen Duxiu’s Right-deviationist capitulation- 
ist line in the Central Committee and set forth 
a general principle for the agrarian revolution 
and armed resistance against the Kuomintang 
reactionaries. 


The Sixth Party Congress 


The Sixth Party Congress was held in 
Moscow between June 18 and July 11, 1928, and 
was attended by 84 delegates and 34 alternate 
delegates representing 40,000 Party members. 


The congress criticized Right-deviationist 
capitulationism and ‘‘Left’-deviationist putsch- 
ism characterized by ihe organization of revolts 
without giving full consideration to actual coan- 
ditions. The congress drew up a revolutionary 
programme for opposing imperialism and 
feudalism, carrying out the agrarian revolution 
and establishing the workers’ and peasants’ 
democratic dictatorship, so as to pusn the rev- 
olution further ahead. 


After this congress, the Party and the Red 
Army established 15 revolutionary base areas 
spreading across more than 10 provinces. In 1934, 
due to Wang Ming’s erroneous leadership, the 
Red Army lost its battle against Chiang Kai- 
shek’s fifth “encirclement and suppression” of 
the Central Revolutionary Base Area in south 
Jiangxi and west Fujian. The army began the 
historic Long March. The Political Bureau of the 
Party Central Committee convened an enlarged 
meeting in Zunyi, Guizhou Province, in Janu- 
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Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai (right) and Zhu De (left) at 
the Seventh Party Congress convened in Yanan in 1945. 


ary 1935, along the route of the Long March. 
The meeting reorganized the leading body, 
ended Wang Ming’s “Left’’-deviationist adven- 
turism that had dominated the Party Central 
Committee and established the correct leadership 
of a new Central Committee led by Mao Zedong. 


The War of Resistance Against Japan 
broke out in 1937. Thanks to the anti-Japanese 
national united front formed by the Party Cen- 
tral Committee, the strength of the Party and 
the people grew in the course of struggle. 


The Seventh Party Congress 


Convened in Yanan between April 23 and 
June 11, 1945, the Seventh Party Congress was 
attended by 547 delegates and 208 alternate 
delegates, representing 1.21 million Party 
members. 


The congress laid down the Party line: go 
all out to mobilize the masses, expand the peo- 
ple’s forces and, under the leadership of our 
Party, defeat the Japanese aggressors, liberate 
the Chinese people and build a new-democratic 
China. It adopted a Party Constitution designat- 
ing Mao Zedong Thought, which integrates the 
Marxist-Leninist theories with the practice of 
the Chinese revolution, as the guideline for all 
Party work. This congress witnessed unprece- 
dented Party unity ideologically, politically and 
organizationally. 
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The congress elect- 
ed a new Party Central 
Committee. At the First 
Plenary Session of the 
Seventh Party Central 
Committee. Mao Zedong 
was elected Chairman of 
the Party Centra! Com- 
mittee and Chairman of 
the Political Bureau and 
the Secretariat of the 
Party Central Commit- 
tee. It also elected Mao 
Zedong, Zhu De, Liu 
Shaoqi, Zhou Enlai and 
Ren Bishi Members of 
the Party Central Com-~ 


WELee SeCrelaniae 


Under the guidance 
of the correct line laid 
down by the Seventh 
Party Congress, the Chi- 
nese people defeated 
the Japanese aggressors and then wiped out 8.07 
million Kuomintang troops during the 1946-49 
Liberation War, thus overthrowing the Chiang 
Kai-shek rule and winning the victory of the 
new-democratie revolution. 


Between the founding of the People’s Re- 
public of China in October 1949 and 1956, the 
Party led the Chinese people of all nationalities 
in achieving the step-by-step transition from 
new democracy to socialism, rapidly restored 
the national economy, carried out planned eco- 
nomic construction and basically completed the 
socialist transformation of the private owner- 
ship of the means of production. 


The Eighth Party Congress 


Convened on September 15-27, 1956 in Bei- 
jing, the Eighth Party Congress was attened by 
1,026 delegates and 107 alternate delegates rep- 
resenting 19.73 million Party members. 


It pointed out: The socialist system has 
been basically established in China. The prin- 
cipal contradiction within the country is no 
longer the contradiction between the proletariat 
and the bourgeoisie but between the peopie’s 
need for rapid economic and cultural develop- 
ment and the inability of our present economy 
and culture to meet that need; the naticn’s chief 
task is to concentrate all forces on developing 
the productive forces, industrializing the coun- 
try and gradually meeting the people’s increas- 
ing material and cultural needs. Although class 
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struggle still exists and the peopie’s democratic 
dictatorship must be strengthened, the basic 
task of the dictatorship is now to protect and 
develop productive forces:in the context of the 
new relations of production. The congress 
adhered to the principle that an overall balance 
should be achieved for the steady progress of 
economic construction. It raised the question 
concerning the building of a ruling Party and 
emphasized the need to uphold democratic cen- 
tralism and collective leadership, oppose per- 
sonality cults, promote democracy within the 
Party and among the people and strengthen the 
Party’s ties with the masses. 


The congress elected the Eighth Party Cen- 
tral Committee and, at its First Plenary Session, 
Mao Zedong was elected Chairman of the Cen- 
tral Committee; Liu Shaoqgi, Zhou Enlai, Zhu De 
and Chen Yun, Vice-Chairmen; and Deng Xiao- 
ping, General Secretary. 


Tue 10 years following the Eighth Party 
Congress witnessed all-round socialist construc- 
tion. During this decade, the Party accumulated 
precious leadership experience. The material 
and technical basis for modernization was 
largely established. During the same period, 
most of the core personnel in economic, cultural 
and other fields were trained and became ex- 
perienced. Although the gains outweighed the 
problems, nevertheless, ‘‘Left’” errors in the 
guideline for economic work were not eradicat- 
ed; on the contrary, they became aggravated 
politically and ideologically. Comrade Mao 
Zedong’s theoretical and practical mistakes con- 
cerning class struggle in a socialist society be- 
came increasingly serious during the decade. His 
personal arbitrary actions gradually impaired 
the democratic centralism in Party life and the 
personality cult around him grew progressively 
graver. The Party Central Committee failed to 
correct these mistakes in good time. Careerists 
like Lin Biao, Jiang Qing and Kang Sheng, 
harbouring ulterior motives, exploited and in- 
flated these errors. This led to the inauguration 
of the ‘‘cultural revolution.” 


The Ninth Party Congress 


Convened on April 1-24, 1969 in Beijing, the 
Ninth Party Congress was attended by 1,512 
delegates representing 22 million Party mem- 
bers. 


The political report by Lin Biao legiti- 
matized the erroneous theories and practices of 
the “cultura] revolution” which began in 1966. 
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On September 15, 1956, Comrade Liu Shaoqi delivered 
a political report io the Eighth Party Congress 
(Beijing). 


The general programme of the Party Constitu- 
tion adopted by the congress stipulated that Lin 
Biao was Comrade Mao Zedong’s close comrade- 
in-arms and successor. The guiding principles 
of the Ninth Party Congress were wrong, ideo- 
logically, politically and organizationally. 


The Tenth Party Congress 


Convened on August 24-28, 1973 in Beijing. 
the Tenth Party Congress was attended by 1,249 
delegates representing 28 million Party 
members. 


The congress summed up the struggle 
against the Lin Biao counter-revolutionary 
clique. The clique had plotted an armed coun- 
ter-revolutionary coup d’etat during 1970-71 in 
an attempt to usurp the supreme power of the 
Party and state. However, the congress con- 
tinued the “Left” errors of the Ninth Party Con- 
gress and made Wang Hongwen a Vice-Chair- 
man of the Central Committee. Jiang Qing, 
Zhang Chungiao, Yao Wenyuan and Wang 
Hongwen formed a gang of four inside the 
Political Bureau of the Central Committee, thus 
strengthening the influence of the Jiang Qing 
counter-revolutionary clique. 
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The IIth Party Congress 


Convened on August 12-18, 1977 in Beijing, 
the 11th Party Congress was attended by 1,510 
delegates representing 35 million Party mem- 
bers. 


The congress adopted the political report 
delivered by Hua Guofeng on behalf of the 
Party Central Committee. The report summed 
up the struggle which smashed the gang of four 
in 1976 and announced the conclusion of the 
“cultural revolution.” It reiterated that building 
China into a modern, powerful socialist state be- 
fore the end of the century is the Party’s funda- 
mental task during the new historical period. 


Forum 


Ethical Norms for 


Chinese scientists hold that a high academic 
level and good professional ethics are essential 
qualities for scientists in a socialist country. 
Chinese scientific and technological circles are 
now in the midst of lively discussions on this 
topic, in which ethical behaviour is being com- 
mended and undesirable styles of work cen- 
sured. — Ed. 


Cause 


fee discussion was kindled last October by a 

‘letter to Kexue Bao (Science Paper) from 
four scientists. In this letter, Zou Chenglu, 
Zhang Zhiyi, Guo Musun and Hong Chaosheng — 
all members of the academic departments of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences — spoke highly of 
Chinese scientific achievements in the last few 
years and at the same time pointed out the prob- 
lems existing in the aims of research, attitude 
towards science and style of work on the part of 
some people. 


Science requires indefatigable probing and 
hard work which must not be coloured by sub- 
jectivity or selfishness, they said, but some peo- 
ple stoop to deception by doctoring data and re- 
search results in their pursuit of personal fame 
and gain. Scientific research always develops 
and comes to fruition on the basis of the work 
done by predecessors, yet in times of success 
some people tend to claim all the credit for 
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The congress played a positive role in expos- 
ing and repudiating the gang of four and mobil- 
izing the whole Party for socialist construction. 
However, owing to the limitations imposed by 
the then historical conditions and to the in- 
fluence of Hua Guofeng’s mistakes. the congress 
reaffirmed the erroneous theories. policies and 
slogans of the ‘‘cultural revolution” instead of 
correcting them. It failed to complete the task 
of putting things to rights theoretically and 
rectifying the Party’s guiding principles. The 
Third Plenary Session of the 11th Party Central 
Committee held in December 1978 began to con- 
scientiously and comprehensively fulfil this 
task. [S} 


Scientists 


themselves without mentioning those who 
achieved earlier results. Some even resort to 
plagiarism. Research into major topics in the 
contemporary world calls for concerted efforts, 
the letter said. Some people can work effective- 
ly with their colleagues while the work is pro- 
ceeding, but when victory is at hand, they make 
an about-face, belittle others, boast about their 
own work and stop at nothing to dominate the 
findings. 


Having cited the various kinds of behaviour 
that run counter to socialist ethics and rules of 
eonduct, the four scientists suggested that the 
newspaper open a special column on “‘ethics in 
scientific research work.” Through the discus- 
sion, they said. they hoped that scientists could 
get a clear idea of correct and incorrect conduct 
so as to gradually foster a positive style of work 
in scientific circles. 


Kexue Bao began a regular column in re- 
sponse to their suggestion. Many scientists con- 
tributed articles on topics such as: What is the 
spirit of devotion to scientific research? How 
can scientists foster such a spirit? What is the 
purpose of doing research in a socialist country? 
What qualities and style of study should scient- 
ists possess? What is the correct way to handle 
the relationships between the state. the collec- 
tive and the individual? 


This discussion is still going on. 
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Response 


Acting on the four scientists’ suggestion, 103 
Beijing scientists and technologists represented 
by Mao Yisheng, a famous bridge engineering 
expert, put forward a written proposal calling 
for the drafting and promulgation of the Ethical 
Norms for Scientific and Technical Personnel in 
the Capital. 


The written proposal pointed out that scien- 
tists should not only contribute to building up 
the country’s material wealth, but their own 
ethical values should also conform to socialist 
principles. The proposal then set forth seven 
rules of conduct for all scientific and technical 
workers. Highlights of these rules are: Pursue 
one’s studies conscientiously and seek truth from 
facts; give full play to academic democracy and 
uphold the principle of “letting a hundred 
schools of thought contend”; unite and co- 
operate with others; foster national self-respect 
and self-confidence; and learn modestly from 
new scientific achievements abroad. 


This proposal got a positive response from 
scientific and technical workers all over the 
country. A number of scientific research insti- 
tutes and academic organizations carefully dis- 
cussed this proposal and the seven rules of con- 
duct. Many scientists suggested detailed meth- 
ods for implementing the seven rules of conduct. 


More than 20 famous scientists attended a 
forum sponsored by the Beijing branch of the 
Jiu San Society, one of the democratic parties 
in China. Hao Yichun, member of one aca- 
demic department of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, said at the forum that scientific and 
technical personnel of a socialist country should 
work in search of the truth and strive to im- 
prove the well-being of humanity. She said that 
she and many other scientists of the older gen- 
eration were determined to observe ethical 
norms so as to set a good example for their 
middle-aged and young colleagues. She ex- 
pressed the hope that the Chinese scientific and 
technical circles would foster good ethical think- 
ing and work styles that could be handed down 
to future generations. 


Criticism 
While discussing ethical norms in socialist 


scientific work, the press has also criticized un- 
desirable behaviour. 


Guangming Ribao, a national cultural, 
scientific and educational daily, carried a read- 
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er’s letter on June 16 describing the events sur- 
rounding the authorship of a book that was 
about to be published. 


The book, entitled Principles and Designs of 
Transistor Radios, was written by Ding Zhong- 
qi, a Hunan University associate professor. Af- 
ter he finished the manuscript in 1972, he 
made major revisions on six occasions after 
widely canvassing opinions in the factories, 
schools, colleges and a publishing house, The 
book was entirely a product of his own sweat. 
However, Gong Xianzhang, head of the radio 
teaching and research section at the university, 
demanded that his name also appear on the 
book cover as a co-author, even though his only 
role had been to offer opinions on how to revise 
the book and proof read the galleys. Professor 
Ding, acting against his own will, gave in to this 
unreasonable demand. 


An investigation proved the truth of the 
letter. Gong was criticized in the university and 
helped to put his misbehaviour in the right 
perspective, 


A Guangming Ribao commentary on this in- 
cident, entitled “Put a Brake on This Unhealthy 
Tendency in the Academic World,” said: 
“Science calls for honest learning and no dis- 
honesty or deceit is permissible. The most im- 
portant thing for scientists is to seek truth from 
facts... which not only is a scientific attitude 
but also involves ethics of research work. Those 
who avail themselves of their power and posi- 
tion to snatch others’ achievements should be 
unequivocally censured. Those who do so with 
serious consequences should be dealt with ac- 
cording to discipline or law.” 


Who Is the First? 


How should a socialist scientist react to a 
controversy about his inventions, his position in 
the name list of inventors and his contribution? 
Xiong Jincheng, a lecturer of the Mathematics 
Department at the China University of Science 
and Technology, gave a good answer to this 
question. 


Last year, the Kexue Tongbao (Science Cir- 
cular) run by the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
published an essay written by Zhou Zuoling, a 
lecturer of the Mathematics Department at Ji- 
nan University in Guangdong Province. The in- 
ternationally significant essay was a contribu- 
tion towards demographic research, epidemic 


(Continued on p. 30.) 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS... ccccccscccccccccccceccece 


OPINION 


Consuming Too Much 


dl ba work of planning in the 
4 distribution of national in- 
come has been weakened in re- 
cent years. This is considered 
a major problem by Beijing 
economists. They cite several 
manifestations: 


First, the steadily decreasing 
portion of the national income 
designated as state revenue has 
reduced the state’s ability to 
manage economic construction 
and improve people’s living 
standards. Revenue was 37.2 
per cent of the national income 
in 1978, 31.9 per cent in 1979, 
29.6 per cent in 1980 and 27.4 
per cent in 1981. 


Secondly, owing to excessive 
consumption, an imbalance has 
occurred between the funds as- 
signed by the state plan for 
consumption (wages, bonuses, 
etc.) and for accumulation (capi- 
tal construction, replacement of 
machinery, etc.). In 1981, the 
problem of excessive accumula- 
tion was substantially alleviat- 
ed, bringing into focus the prob- 
lem of excessive consumption. 
For various reasons, the con- 
sumption fund has been over- 
drawn. Asa result, the amount 
spent for people’s consumption 
exceeds the state’s financial 
ability and the demand for con- 
sumer goods surpasses their ac- 
tual supplies. 


Some economists claim that 
the too-rapid growth of con- 
sumption appeared in the last 
three years. The planned 
growih in the consumption of 
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Too Fast 


workers, staff and peasants was 
already stupendous in the last 
three years, but it was repeated- 
ly surpassed in the course of im- 
plementing the plan. The aver- 
age .wages of workers and staff 
went up at a rate much higher 
than the growth rates of pro- 
duction and labour produc- 
tivity. Moreover, the peasants 
received an additional part of 
the national income through 
rises in farm prices and reduc- 
tions in taxes. 


The amounts of wages and 


COMMENT 


AY 28 has been de- 

signated a “day of 
shame” by the Jinzhou 
Railway Bureau in Liao- 
ning Province, because 
it marks a derailment 
caused by the negligence 
of two maintenance 
workers. 


It took courage for the 
railway personnel to ad- 
mit that the accident 
was a shameful event, but 
it required even greater courage 
to establish an annual reminder 
of this shame. This decision, 
supported by bureau workers, 


bonuses that surpassed the 
planned targets and the in- 
creases in peasant incomes add- 
ed up to 96,000 million yuan in 
the last three years, 10,000 mil- 
lion yuan higher than the in- 
crease of the national income 
in the same period. 


Special attention must be 
paid to consumption expansion 
resulting from bonuses, welfare 
and subsidies for workers and 
.Staff, and the increased prices 
and negotiated prices of 
farm and_ sideline products. 
Taking into account the best in- 
terests of the state, the collec- 
tives and individuals, we should 
protect rational interests and 
readjust irrational ones. 


— Jingjixue Dongtai (Current 
Trends in Economics) 


The Courageous 


“Day of Shame?’ 


\ 
— 


Passenger Chen Puru (ccntre), Minister of 
Railways, canvassing opinions on a train. 


is an incentive to correct and 
improve work. 


Admitting shame is bravery. 


” 


— “Renmin Ribao 
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LIFE 


A County Without 


A Prisoner 


M OST people 

ean hardly 

imagine a society 

with no crime 

 Taxkorgan Tajik 

at all. But for 8° 5 uronomous County BEWJING | 
the residents of KY | 
the Taxkorgan XINJIANG UYGUR ie 


Tajik Autonomous 
County in the Xin- 
jiang Uygur Au- 
tonomous Region, 
a crimeless com- 
munity is a reality. 


AUTONOMOUS REGION 


For the last four 
years the county’s 
prison has: been empty. 

In that period, not a single 
case of murder, arson, harass- 
ment, robbery or rape was re- 
ported. Prison personnel idled 
by this fortunate situation now 


TIDBIT 


HE Taiping revolution was a 

nationwide peasant war. In 
1851 Hong Xiuquan, Yang Xiu- 
ging and others led an uprising 
in Guangxi’s Jintian Village 
and founded the Taiping 
Heavenly Kingdom. This rev- 
olution which swept 18 prov- 
inces and lasted 14 years shook 
the Qing Court’s reactionary 
rule 


The Taiping Army had a 
foreign member, A. Lindley. 
The son of a British commoner, 
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work in public security offices 
in the day time and guard the 
prison houses in the night. 


Ismail Aizezi (Tajik), secre- 
tary of the autonomous county 


Foreigner in the 
Taiping Army 


he apprenticed himself on a ship 
at the age of 13 and four years 
later became an assistant cap- 
tain after passing an examina- 
In 1859 he arrived in 
China and spent several months 
familiarizing himself with the 
country. He understood that the 
vicious rule of the Qing gov- 
ernment was the cause of the 
revolt. In the autumn of 1860, 
he travelled to the Taiping 
Heavenly Kingdom and dedicat- 
ed himself to the cause of 


tion. 


Party committee, said at a re- 
cent conference, ‘‘Thanks to the 
implementation of a series of 
correct policies of the Party 
Central Committee, the people 
lead a peaceful and happy life. 
Thus they have no need to vio- 
late or endanger the interests of 
the state, their collectives or in- 
dividuals. This is the basic rea- 
son for the empty prison.” 


He added that he could cite 
numerous incidents of active 
honesty. One Tajik herdsman 
found 10,000 yuan RMB that a 
cashier of an engineering team 
had lost on the grasslands. The 
herdsman travelled all day and 
all night to deliver this hefty 
sum to the county bureau of 
public security. 


The county is on the Pamir 
Plateau, bordering the Soviet 
Union, Afghanistan and Pak- 
istan. About 16,000 Qf the 
county’s 19,000 people are Ta- 
jiks. 


— Xinhua News Agency 


that kingdom. He became a 
“foreign brother” in the Taiping 
Army. 


A. Lindley returned to Britain 
in 1864, but he still cherished 
the memory of his four years in 
the Taiping Army and its cause. 
He wrote the book entitled 
Taiping Tien Kwoh: The History 
of the Taiping Revolution. 


Lindley married in September 
1872 but died of a heart disease 
in London less than one year 
later. His marriage licence and 
death certificate listed his oc- 
cupation as “Ex-Captain of the 
Taiping Army.” 


— “Xueshu Yuekan” (Aca- 
demic Monthly), issue 
No. 5. 
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PUBLICATION 


Chinese Books in Print 


Book publishing, printing and 
distribution are managed sep- 
arately in China, and together 
they have made books available 
in every corner of the nation. 
Between 1949 and 1981 Chinese 
publishers put out 320,000 new 
book titles (including textbooks) 
and the country’s total circula- 
tion was 58,400 million copies 
during the period. 


China has 214 _ publishing 
houses, 20 of which publish 
books in minority nationality 
languages. In 1981 alone about 
2,000 titles in 15 minority lan- 
guages were published, includ- 
ing Mongolian, Tibetan, Uygur, 
Kazakh and Korean. 


The capacity of the nation’s 
176 printing houses to put out 
books, textbooks and magazines 
increased more than 30 times 
since 1950. 


The Xinhua Bookstore, Chi- 
na’s book distributing centre, 


~ 


S 


has 5,800 sales departments 
throughout the country, not in- 
cluding 800 small-scale collec- 
tively run and 211 privately 
owned bookshops. 


In the rural areas, books are 
sold at 60,000 supply and 
marketing co-operatives. Last 
year, 61 per cent of the national 
sales were in rural areas, an in- 
crease of 25 per cent over the 
previous year. 


“Let a hundred flowers blos- 
som and a hundred schools of 
thought contend” is the pub- 
lishers’ motto in China. They 
support publication of works 
that bring forth new academic 
and artistic ideas and encour- 
age publication of academic 
works with different viewpoints 
and literary and art works of 
diversified styles. 


Science and technology books 
are also emphasized. In 1981, 
5,800 titles of such books were 
published, more than double 
the 1976 figure. 


Publishing houses have con- 
tributed to the mental facility 


SS 
ft Ss 4 


People selecting books in a Xinhua Bookstore in Tianjin. 
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and moral education of the 
youth and children by publish- 
ing 4,000 textbooks with a cir- 
culation of 2,000 million in 1981, 
in a joint effort with the Min- 
istry of Education and institutes 
of higher learning. In addi- 
tion, 2,500 new _ children’s 
books came out, with a circula- 
tion of 780 million, far exceed- 
ing the highest figure in history. 


China’s first encyclopaedia, 
China Great Encyclopaedia in 
more than 70 volumes, will be 
published in 10 years. The 1982- 
90 plan which calls for pub- 
lishing sets of the Chinese clas- 
sics is being discussed by a group 
of experts organized by the 
State Council. 


Two series. World Litera- 
ture and 20th Century World 
Literature, are being publish- 
ed. The first 50 titles of an- 
other series, World Classics in 
Translation, have been pub- 
lished. The 300 titles planned 
for that series range from those 
of ancient Greece to modern 
times. 


China has a policy of keep- 
ing book prices low. The cost 
of paper for printing books and 
magazines is subsidized by the 
state, as is the cost of all mi- 
nority nationality language and 
braille publications. 


For readers’ convenience, the 
publishing houses are allowed 
to set up their own stores or to 
manage stores jointly with ex- 
isting bookstores or with special 
sales agencies. The importance 
of mail-order work and mobile 
sales centres is also stressed. 


Foreign Literature, China 
Great Encyclopaedia 


The first volume of the mam- 
moth work, Foreign Literature, 
China Great Encyclopaedia, 
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came off the press at the end of 
last July and the second volume 
will be published this year 


A collection of 3,006 entries in 
Chinese, 400 colour illustrations 
and close to 1.700 in black and 
white. Foreign Literature sum- 
marizes international research 
into world literature (including 
Chinese research). Articles 
cover topics such as the general 
state of literature in various 
countries and of different na- 
tionalities, literary trends. 
schools. organizations. major 
writers (including literary his- 
torians. critics and theorists). 
major noted literary 
journals and important events. 


The 
every 


works. 


encyclopaedia appraises 
writer and his work re- 
garding its instructiveness, lit- 
erary value and contribution to 
world cultural development. 
The two volumes introduce each 
country’s work with descrip- 
tions of its historical. linguistic 
and societal context. The evolu- 
tion of literary trends is con- 
sidered both in terms of vertical 
developments and _ horizontal 
connections. Every writer, 
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school of thought and trend of 
any significance is described, 
regardless of their political posi- 
tions. 


One-fourth of the book covers 
the literature of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. Although 
some of the articles are not well 
written, for historical reasons 
and because of difficulties in 
language, the collection’ of 
pieces is invaluable. For in- 
stance. reviews of Indian litera- 
ture in China had hitherto been 
limited to Hindi and Sanskrit 
literature. The present book 
covers literature in 17 addition- 
al Indian languages. A presen- 
tation about ancient Hebrew 
legends and mythology was 
possible only because of a con- 
tribution from a Tianjin pro- 
fessor in his 70s. 


The Foreign Literature, China 
Great Encyclopaedia was com- 
pleted in three years, under the 
guidance of a 27-member edit- 
ing committee chaired by pro- 
fessor Feng Zhi, director of the 
Foreign Literature Institute. 
More than 300 foreign literature 
researchers, professors, transla- 


tors and editors participated in 
the project. 


MEDICINE 


New Hemoglobin Variant 


A new abnormal hemoglobin 
variant has been detected at the 
laboratory of medical genetics of 
the Shanghai Children’s Hos- 
pital. 


The new variant which re- 
vealed the unusual hemoglobin 
is called HB Shenyang after the 
capital of Liaoning Province 
where a blood sample was taken 
last June. It was sent to Shang- 
hai to be analysed 


Hemoglobin is the protein 
colouring matter of the red 
blood corpuscles. It serves to 
convey oxygen to the tissues. 
Abnormal hemoglobin is a he- 
reditary condition caused by a 
deviant amino acid in hemoglo- 
bin molecules. The study of 
abnorma: hemoglobin variants is 
of great significance to genetics. 
molecular biology and eugenics. 


The discovery was appraised 
at a meeting sponsored by the 
Shanghai Medical Bureau which 
verified the analyses of the 
chemical structures of 20 abnor- 
mal hemoglobin varieties from 
131 families. 


“HB Shenyang is a new 
hemoglobin variant never be- 
fore found anywhere,” said a 
scientist on the appraisal panel. 
“This discovery shows that 
China is playing its part in the 
world’s structural analysis of 
abnormal hemoglobin.” 


In addition to HB Shenyang, 
since its founding in 1978, the 
laboratury has detected 13 
other abnormal hemoglobin 
variants including HB Wuming 
which was unreported elsewhere 
in the world. Twelve others 
were found in China for the 
first time. 
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COMPOSITION 


Child’s Science Fiction 


A Chinese girl moves with 
her family to a crab-shaped 
space city near Mars and be- 
friends children from various 
earthly countries. 


This is the story told in a 
composition entitled Rejoicing 
Over the New Home which won 
the Asian division in a UN- 
sponsored essay contest ‘How 
Space Activities Could Trans- 
form My Country and the 
World.” Fu Jie, its 14-year-old 
author, is a schoolgirl of the 
Wuhan Foreign Languages 
School. She loves writing and 
her style of writing is unique. 
By choosing the Crab City as 
her subject, Fu Jie says, she 
sought to describe a pleasant 
world where children can use 
their boundless imagination. 


“Wuhan is crowded, Tokyo is 
crowded and New York is 


(Continued from p. 25.) 


disease prognostication, oil drilling location and 
the research into turbulent flows. 


However, when the scientific circles were 
assessing the research for a possible award, a 
difference of opinion arose as to whether Zhou 
Zuoling was the first to come up with these re- 
sults. A month earlier, an essay describing the 
same results appeared in the China University of 
Science and Technology Journal. 
written by Xiong Jincheng, was even quoted by 


scholars abroad. 


When Xiong learnt about this, he imme- 
diately explained the situation in a letter to the 
departments concerned. He said that he was led 
into this research topic by Zhou Zuoling in 1980. 
“Although Zhou’s essay was published a bit 
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crowded,” the girl says at the 
beginning of the article. Could 
human beings move to the vast 
space some day? She wonders. 
“My wish came true when my 
father was given a job in a 


Fu Jie 


strange and enormous Crab 
City and I became a resident 
there, too.” 


The essay goes on to describe 
how she, upon arriving by a 
space shuttle, looked around the 
city on a space vehicle. The 
body of the crab was a control 
centre which supervised a solar 
power station and a space hos- 
pital. One pincer served as the 
central laboratory and the other 
a space port. Residential areas 
were scattered in the eight legs. 


The Chinese adventurer made 


new friends “with blue, grev 
and black eyes.” They were 
called Ahmed, Mieko, Tom. 
Maria, Anna and Shura. “We 


live peacefully like in one har- 
monious family,” the young 
writer says. ‘Gee, it’s really 
absorbing to be a girl in the 
Crab City.” 


The middle schoo] students’ 
competition was held in con- 
nection with the Second UN 
Conference on the Exploration 


and Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space held in Vienna last 
month. 


later,” he said. “he obtained the results three 


months earlier than I did, judging from the date 


his essay was mailed. Unquestionably, Zhou is 
the first inventor.” He said that he wrote this 


gain. 


The essay, 


letter because he thought that a serious scientist 
should not be obsessed with personal fame and 


Xiong’s letter led to the recognition of Zhou 
Zuoling’s achievement, which the Ministry of 
Education reported to the State Science and 
Technology Commission as one of this year’s 
major scientific achievements. 


Xiong’s honesty became the talk of the Chi- 


nical work. 


nese mathematics circles. The consensus was 
that his example represents a new morality and 
new way of doing things which should be ad- 
vocated vigorously in today’s scientific and tech- 
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Li Huaixin’s 
Woodcuts 
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A quiet night in the mountain. 
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A scene in the forest region. 


Li Huaixin, born in 
1929 in Yucheng County. 
Henan! Province, is an 
art teacher in the Les- 
ser Hinggan Mountains 
region in northeast China. 
He has devoted his 
spare time to  wood- 
cuts, depicting his love 
for the life in the forest 
region and his deep 
feelings for every blade 
of grass and tree there. 
His style is simple and 
honest, his presentation 
talented and varied. 
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